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Assemblies

Every year the PTA sponsors assemblies that the principal determines will benefit
the student body. The topics are chosen to support the curriculum in an informative and
educational way. Past assemblies, covering such areas as reading, science, and
environmental awareness, have included poetry, song, and puppetry. These assemblies
are organized and booked for the coming year.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: No further volunteers needed.
CONTACT: Viviane Cohen

Art Club

The Art Club is a lunch time activity once a week for children grades 1-6 to come
in and do an art project.

CONTACT: Paula Madden

Book Fair

The Book Fair is a fund raising event that directly benefits the library.
Held in late January or early February, a nationally recognized bookseller sets up shop on
campus with thousands of new books for sale. The fair usually runs for one week. The
profits from the book sale are used to purchase new books for Springer’s library.

Volunteers are needed to staff the event, assist with set up and clean up.

CONTACTS: Lara Daetz
Terri Dempsey

Boy’s Night Out/ Girl’s Night Out/ Spring Event

These are fun-filled family activities held off campus at places such as, ice skating
rinks, miniature golf courses, baseball games etc. The purpose of these events is for
parents and children to spend an afternoon/evening together with other Springer families.
There is typically one event held for the boys and one for the girls.

Additional volunteers will be needed to help at the event, serving food,
registration, etc.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Call the contacts below or respond to advertisements in the
Springer Star.

CONTACTS:
Boy’s Night Out: Rich Siegel



Girl’s Night Out: Karen Gissibl
Spring Event Tish McKernan

Bulletin Board & Banner

The Springer Elementary School sign and banner are changed weekly to coincide
with events occurring at the school. A PTA volunteer handles this task for Springer.

A two large green banners hang on campus: one in the front of the school by the
Multipurpose room and one hangs on the outside of the Library. The banners and bulletin
boards announce upcoming events and share information on current events. Parents
should keep their eye out for the banners and board to stay abreast of important school
events (e.g. Star testing, PTA meetings) as well as fun family events.

Please call contacts to request items to be posted.

CONTACTS:
Banner/Sign: Robin Vroom
Bulletin Board: Kiwi Capriles

Candid/Office Photos

The volunteer photographers have responsibility for office photos and candid
photos.

1. Office photos: As soon as possible in the fall, we create a photo display of all the
teachers and staff for the office. We use existing pictures and take new ones to make sure
that everyone working at Springer is shown on the display.

2. Candid: We take pictures at school-wide events like Family Picnic, Walkathon, and
Science Fair, and at "spirit days" like Wacky Hair Day and Twin Day. We try to get them
developed and mounted on the bulletin board as soon as possible. Pictures are then
submitted to the Yearbook Committee for consideration.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Call the contacts below to help with pictures and putting
posters together. We also need volunteers to put a collage of pictures together for other
events, please let a PTA officer know if you are interested in helping.

CONTACTS: Michelle Ruweler
Cartridge Recycling

Springer participates in a year-round ink cartridge and cell phone recycling program.
This program is a fundraiser for Springer and is also good for the environment. Families



can drop off empty inkjet, laser, fax & copier cartridges, and used cell phones in the
recycling box at Springer. The school receives cash for each item that is recycled. Get
your neighbors and relatives to save their ink cartridges for Springer!

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Call the contact below.
CONTACT: Linda Buiocchi

Computer Lab

First grade students will visit Springer’s computer lab Monday through Thursday
mornings for 30-minute sessions. Many volunteers are needed to assist the children (no
technical experience necessary!).

Computer lab will begin approximately the 3" week of school. The Computer lab
teachers will give an orientation for parent volunteers.

Grades 2 through 6 visit the computer lab weekly. Volunteer needs vary by class.
The needs are defined and requested at Back to School Night.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: For 1% grade only, sign up at Back to School Coffee, Back to
School Night, or call the contact below.

CONTACT: Kelly Shimabukuro

Cooks on Call

Can you occasionally provide baked goods or specific dishes for PTA/ School
events? Examples could include baked goods to be sold at the Walkathon or a side dish
for a Staff Appreciation luncheon. Please sign up to be on the Cooks on Call email list if
you are interested in helping. As needs arrive, you will receive an email requesting your
assistance. You do not have to cook for every event; you may choose to help when it fits
your schedule.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Sign up on the Family Payment Form, at the Back to School
Coffee or email the contact below.

CONTACT: Kathleen Stukenborg

Database

A Springer database has been compiled from information about the school in an
effort to reduce redundancy, improve accuracy, and save time. This information will be
published in the Springer directory and will be developed and maintained by the
committee. Data will be available to Springer organizations, staff and room parents, in
various formats (labels, database subsets, text file, listings, spreadsheets, etc) and sorts



(by last name, by grade, by room, etc). If you require information from this database,
please call the contacts.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Call the contacts below.
CONTACTS: Kelly Toshach

Directory
The Springer directory lists student and parent’s names, phone numbers,
addresses, and e-mail addresses. In addition, class lists by grade, PTA board members
and goals, school district numbers, a listing of teachers, support staff, and room parents.
A school calendar will also be available. The directory is compiled early in the fall and
distributed in October. All parents who join the PTA will automatically receive a copy.
Additional copies may be purchased. Volunteers are needed for data entry.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Call the contacts below.

CONTACTS: Kelly Toshach

Emergency Preparedness
This committee keeps an ongoing inventory of the first aid barrels, water supply
and classroom emergency supplies. The emergency preparedness committee assists with
an earthquake simulation at Springer, complete with an evaluation of the drill each year.
Several volunteers are needed to help with the earthquake drill. Volunteers may also be
needed to help the chairperson update the classroom emergency boxes, and the field trip
backpacks.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Call the following contact.

CONTACT: Tracy Weatherby

eScrip

eScrip is a great way for Springer families to donate to our school by shopping at
their regular merchants, such as Safeway and Andronico’s. The merchants donate a
percentage of your shopping dollars to Springer. Our goal this coming year is to
encourage every family to register their Safeway Club Card or ATM/credit card so that
we can realize the full potential of this fundraising opportunity. Volunteers are needed to
spread the word, explain the program and the registration process and to increase
membership through publicity.



HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Call the contact below.

CONTACT: Anne Hoge

Family Dinners Out

Have a fun dinner out with family and friends while generating money for
Springer School: Springer families, relatives and friends dine together at a local, family-
oriented restaurant and Springer School receives a percentage of the night’s profits.
There will be approximately six events throughout the year. The events will be
advertised in the Springer Star and on campus.

If you’d like to recommend a restaurant that would generate high participation —
please call the contact person.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Call the following contact.

CONTACT: Melinda Cook

Family Picnic

Each fall the Family Picnic helps Springer families get acquainted with other
families in their children's new class. This year’s picnic will be held on September15h
on the Springer field. Each class has a designated area where families can picnic with
their child's new teacher and families of classmates. Each family should bring a dinner or
order the food that is offered. Every year the picnic includes a bake sale with desserts
donated by Springer families. Profits from this sale go to the 6 grade student council
fund. Volunteers are needed to bake and donate dessert items and to help sell baked
goods, pizza and drinks.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Sign up at the Back to School Coffee.

CONTACTS: Celandra Hamilton

Food Drives/Outreach

Around the Thanksgiving holiday Springer School holds a food drive every year.
Each class is assigned a type of non-perishable food, which is collected in boxes in the



classrooms. The donated food goes to a local service agency, to be distributed to families
in need before Thanksgiving.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Additional volunteers may be needed to transport the food to
the service agency. (In the past, Scout groups have helped with this task.)

CONTACT: Karen Mueller

Food Labels

It’s quick, easy money! General Mills BOXTOPSS$ for EDUCATION (worth 10 cents
each), Campbell’s Soup/ Prego sauce labels and Pepperidge Farm UPC bar codes are
collected and mailed to these companies for cash, supplies or education rewards. A
collection receptacle is located in the office. Please encourage your neighbors and
relatives to save box tops and labels for Springer.

Volunteer opportunities include publicity, reward activities and cutting/ counting/
bundling labels (which may be done at home). There’s plenty to do to make sure that
Springer cashes in on its share of this “free money.”

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Call the contact below.

CONTACT: Ilona Schill

Hospitality
The Hospitality Committee provides refreshments at school events, such as PTA
meetings, the Kindergarten Lemonade Party, Coffee with the Principal, and various
luncheons. The Hospitality Committee asks “Cooks on Call” helpers to occasionally
cook and bake throughout the year.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Sign up for “Cooks on Call” at the Back to School Coftee or
via a flyer in the STAR.

CONTACTS: TBD Please contact Kathleen Stukenborg if interested.

Hot Lunch

Springer’s PTA offers a hot lunch program to children in grades 1 - 6. Parents
may order lunches for their children for the upcoming session from the hot lunch website.
The lunches consist of an entrée, a side dish (on some days), fresh fruit or Jamba Juice
(on some days), and milk or water.

Most Springer children participate in this popular program -- Hot Lunch is both a
service for families and a fundraiser for the PTA. MANY volunteers are needed to help
serve hot lunch for 45 minute shifts every other week.



HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Sign up at Back to School Coffee or call the following
contacts.

CONTACTS: Leslie Bosset
Stephanie and Andrew Towell
Trinka Dyer

Ice Cream Socials
This fun event is sponsored by the PTA three times during the school year: The
first week of school, the end of STAR testing week, and the last week of school.
Volunteers are needed to serve ice cream sundaes to students after school.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Sign up at the Back to School Coffee or call the contact
person.

CONTACT: Elizabeth Showecker

Journalism Club

This student club writes, edits, and publishes several student newsletters
throughout the year. Students submit articles, pictures and interviews.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Sign up at the Back to School Coffee or call the contact
person.

CONTACT: Lucia Scotti

Junior Olympics
This is a track and field day held at Los Altos High School for all district 4™
through 6 graders. It is usually held the last Saturday in April for elementary schools in
the Los Altos School District. Many volunteers are needed to train Springer athletes and
to work different shifts during the day of the event. A fun and spirited day is the reward.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Call the following contacts. In February, the Star and Friday
folders will have information about volunteer opportunities.

CONTACTS: Ginger Case

Koski Photos

This fund-raiser is held in January with notices in several Friday folders. A $25
donation to Springer’s PTA Koski fundraiser entitles your family to a portrait session
either at your home, a local park, or the photographer’s studio, as well as an 8X10 color



portrait. Springer’s PTA receives the entire $25 from each certificate sold. The
certificates are valid for one year. This program offers families a great value and
excellent photos. A $25 Koski purchase makes a great gift!

No additional volunteers are needed at this time.

CONTACT: Leslie Rabourn

LAEF

The Los Altos Educational Foundation (LAEF) provides extra funding to the schools in
the Los Altos School District. These funds come from donations made by district
families and businesses. The LAEF Directors attend monthly meetings and are
responsible for organizing the October phonathon. They also serve as the local liaison
between Springer and the board on funding issues. The volunteer opportunity is to help
during the October phonathon. At least one parent volunteer from each classroom is
needed to help for one night in calling Springer families to get the word out about the
programs LAEF supports.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: To help with the phonathon, please sign up at the Back to
School Coffee, in classrooms during Back to School Night, and in the Star notices.

LAEF CONTACTS: Trinka Dyer
Jim Stroud
Michael Milliken

Legislation
This committee needs volunteers to attend Los Altos School Board meetings and
report back to the PTA.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Sign up at the Back to School Coftee, as well as Star notices
and PTA meetings.

CONTACT: TBD Please contact Kathleen Stukenborg if interested.

Library Volunteers
The library program needs volunteers to keep it running smoothly. Each class
spends one-half hour per week in the library. One volunteer is needed per week, per class
to check in, check out, and shelve books and to assist children in finding books.



HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Sign up at the Back to School Coffee, or call the contact
below.

CONTACT: Judy Blumenstein
Janice Palomo

Literature Docent Coordinator

Share the love of reading with your child's class! If you love to read out loud to
your child and enjoy browsing in the children's section of the library or bookstore, this is
the perfect volunteer position for you.

Literature docents are parent volunteers who read to their child's class. Docents
select the literature to share with the class, which is subject to teacher approval.

Time commitment: The teacher will determine the duration (usually 15-20
minutes), frequency, time and date of the reading sessions. Many teachers are somewhat
flexible with the reading schedule and try to work with the docent(s) to find a time that is
convenient for both the docent and teacher. Most classes have 2-5 docents depending
upon the number of volunteers. The reading sessions will be divided among the literature
docents in the class.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Sign up at the Back-to-School Coffee or call the contact below
before the end of the first week of school. An informational meeting for new literature
docents will be held in early September. An informational packet will be distributed at
that time. Look for details in the Springer Star newsletters at the beginning of the year.

CONTACT: Mary Greene

Membership

Springer’s PTA holds its membership drive at the beginning of the school year.
Membership helps support PTA-funded programs and entitles members to a Springer
directory, voting privileges at PTA meetings (held monthly at 7 p.m. on the 2" Tuesday,
unless otherwise noted in the Star), and membership to the State and National PTA.

Membership forms are mailed in the Back to School packet. These forms can be
returned by your child to their classroom or dropped off in a marked box in the office.
Membership cards are distributed with the student directories in October.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Sign up at the Back to School Coffee, at PTA meetings and
via Star notices.

CONTACT: Emi Ishida



Music Docent Liaison

The music docent program is designed to nurture children in a lifelong love of
music. Docents are trained to provide age appropriate musical experiences for children in
grades K-3. Music for Minor, an independent organization, provides the fun and
intensive 11-week training program which guides the volunteer in developing lesson
plans which cover singing, dancing, rhythm, instruments, music history and appreciation,
all in a hands-on fashion. Docents then commit to teaching a minimum of one class, '4
hour each week for the school year.

In addition, the team of docents works together on two K-3 performances of
singing and dance. Many docents find themselves continuing for all the years their
children are in K-3 and beyond. More information about the training can be found at

www.mfm. org.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Sign up at the Back to School Coffee or call the contacts
below.

CONTACTS:
Claire Hubel — MFM Liaison
Brooke Schiller - MFM Liaison

Pet Parade

The Pet Parade is a wonderful family event that Springer participates in every
year. Held in downtown Los Altos in May, it is a great place to showcase your favorite
animal, whether it is a teddy bear, bird, rabbit, dog or horse! We will need volunteers to
help create a theme for the event, get Springer parents and kids excited to march in the
parade, and finally, to help blow up balloons and apply face-paint on the day of the
parade. Definitely more fun than work!

CONTACTS: Kathleen Stukenborg

Red Ribbon Week

The last week of October is reserved for a nationwide “Say No to Drugs”
campaign. At Springer we use the week to focus on “Making Good Choices” and
spearheading our “LIFESKILLS” program. It will be a week filled with special activities
for the student body. Volunteer work includes decorating the campus with red ribbons
and helping to craft our LIFESKILLS project.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: If you or your Cub Scout Den/Brownie Troop would like to
help with this service project - please contact the below chairperson early in the school
year.


http://www.mfm.org
http://www.mfm.org

CONTACT: Marcela Talamas

Room Parents

This year there will be one head room parent and one or two assistant room parent
(s) assigned to each classroom. The head room parent will interact with the classroom
teacher to facilitate and coordinate activities requiring volunteers, such as field trips,
parties and various classroom activities. Room parents serve throughout the school year.
Head room parent must be able to disburse information through an email distribution to
their entire class, or personally contact the families without email access. Highly
organized and motivated parents are needed in the classrooms and to assist the teachers in
this important role. We recommend more than one room parent for each classroom.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Sign up at the Back to School Coffee or in the classroom on
Back to School night.

CONTACT: Lynn Strauss
Anita Wood

Springer Auction
In this popular event, the Auction committee and Springer parents gather items
such as getaway weekends, reserved parking spots, Principal for a Day, gift baskets,
cooking classes and theme parties (Bunco Night, Maui Mixer, Italian Dinner, progressive
dinners, etc.) -- all to be auctioned off at the Auction. Donations from families of goods
or services are warmly welcomed and needed to make the event a success.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Call the contacts below to help plan the event, donate an item
to the silent auction and/or volunteer to help at the auction.

CONTACT: Bill Orner

Staff Appreciation

The Staff Appreciation committee honors Springer’s teachers and support staff in
some small way periodically throughout the year. This ranges from leaving little gifts in
their boxes to providing refreshments such as bagels and cream cheese in the staff lounge.
They also find special ways to honor Principals Day, Secretaries Day, Custodians Day,
and Teacher Appreciation Week. Also, the Staff Appreciation Committee hosts a
welcome luncheon for Springer staff a day or two before school begins in August.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Call the following contacts. Any special requests the
committee may have will be communicated in the Star.



CONTACTS: Nanci Cooper and Brooke Schiller

Star Guides / New Families

The purpose of the Star Guides / New Family Welcome Committee is to help
integrate new families into Springer and make them feel welcome at their new school.
Star Guides are available to answer questions new families may have about Springer and
its many activities, events and programs. Please feel free to call the Star Guides for your
grade if you have any questions about Springer.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: If you are interested in becoming a Star Guide call one of the
following contacts.

CONTACTS: Kathleen Stukenborg

Sunshine Outreach

This committee privately reaches out and supports Springer families in need.
Carpool arrangements, meals, grocery shopping, etc. are among the variety of services
this committee can offer. If there is a crisis within a Springer child’s immediate family,
please contact the committee or the school secretary.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Call the contact below.
CONTACTS: Kathleen Stukenborg

1-Shirt Sales

Springer School spirit wear is available for sale. Primarily, this consists of green
and white t-shirts and sweatshirts and hats with the Springer Star logo.

T-shirts can be purchased at the Kindergarten lemonade party and the Family
Picnic. Twice during the school year, t-shirt sales order forms are sent home in the Friday
folders.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: A few volunteers are needed to help sell t-shirts at the above
events. Call the contact if you would like to help.

CONTACT: Julie Grosvenor and Ginger Case

Urgent Needs

Can you occasionally help with “Urgent Needs” which arise throughout the year?
Examples include setting up for a school event, working a shift at the science fair, or
helping out during a PTA event like Boys Night Out. Sign up to be on the Urgent Needs
email distribution list and we will contact you when extra help is needed with the hope
that you can sometimes help out.



HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Sign up at the Back to School Coffee or the contact below.

CONTACT: Kathleen Stukenborg

Walkathon

The Springer Walkathon, the PTA’s main fundraiser, is a fun annual event,
eliciting nearly 100% participation from Springer’s students. The event falls on October
14th this year, and takes place on the Springer field. Before the event volunteers are
needed to help solicit prizes, make signs and posters. On the day of the event, the
Walkathon committee needs MANY volunteers to staff all the stations and food booths
during the day and to run “errands.”

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Sign-up sheet comes home in Friday folders and at the Back
to School Coffee.

CONTACTS: Melissa DeAngelis and Risi Vera

Wish List

The Wish List is a newsletter detailing teachers’ “wish lists” for supplies. The
Wish List comes home monthly in the Friday folders. Everything from markers, electric
hole punchers to computers can be found on this list. This is a low-key way for the
teachers to communicate their supply needs to Springer families who may want to donate
a Wish List item to their child’s classroom.

The Wish List is compiled by a PTA volunteer, and no additional volunteers are
needed at this time to produce the newsletter.

CONTACT: Jyothi Sunkara

Wrapping Paper or Gift Boutique

During the fall this fund-raiser information comes home via a flyer in the Friday
folder. High quality wrapping paper, chocolates and gift items are to be sold. Families
are encouraged to purchase their gift wrapping supplies for the year through this
fundraiser. Out-of-town friends and family may purchase products on the internet at
www.Innisbrook.com. Springer receives 50% of wrapping paper, chocolate and gift item
sales via both the hard copy order forms and online ordering. Order forms can be dropped
off in designated boxes in the office or classrooms. A few weeks later the orders will be
ready. Online orders can be placed through the month of December.

Volunteers are needed to help sort and organize gift wrap orders for pick up.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Star notices or call the contact below.

CONTACT: Julie Grosvenor and Janette Korpontinos



Yearbook

The Springer Yearbook comprises both class pages with individual pictures of
each student and teacher as well as school events such as Walkathon, Science Fair,
Halloween, Wacky Hair Day and Twin Day. Individual student photos are supplied by our
school photographer.

Parent volunteers are needed to take photographs, sort, choose, trim photos and
prepare page layouts. The yearbook committee also needs a typist and a volunteer to help
with sales, orders, and distribution in June.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER: Call the contact below.

CONTACTS: Michelle Ruweler



How does PTA support Springer School?

Below is a general listing of instructional & enrichment supplies, physical improvements
and maintenance which are supported through the allocation of PTA funds and which are
not listed in the previous program summaries. Our PTA volunteer efforts and funds play
a critical role in keeping our school running smoothly.

Instructional supplies and enrichment:

Computer hardware and software, reading and math aides, one-time and ongoing
instructional supplies, noon-time sports program library books, teacher stipends, science
lab materials, video equipment, supplies and programs for art, physical education and
music, etc..

Physical improvements and maintenance:

Equipment and furniture, facilities improvements, landscaping, multi-purpose room
equipment, playground equipment and improvements, technology maintenance, etc.

PTA Officers

President Deborah Baker
Executive Vice Pres. Kathleen Stukenborg
Ist Vice President Wendy Sarathy

2nd Vice President Tish McKernan
Treasurer Tina Klassen
Financial Secretary Diana Rudolph
Secretary Amy Connell
Historian Kim Guesman
Auditor Celandra Hamilton
Parliamentarian Sona Vohra

Other Committees
Site Council - Bob Celeste
Technology Committee — Bob Celeste

Please contact these committees through their advertisements in the STAR
News



