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Halloween

Thank you for helping your child bring a  pumpkin to class by 
Monday, 10/27.   The students will complete math and writing 
activities in class and design a Jack OÕLantern face to carve in the 
pumpkins with our Fifth Grade buddies from Mrs. JonesÕ class next 
Thursday...with the help of our wonderful parents!  If you are able to 
come help at 10:20 next Thursday, please let me know.

On Friday , October 31st ,  your child should bring his/her 
costume in a well-labeled grocery bag.  We will have parents here 
after lunch to help dress the students in their costumes.  DO NOT 
WEAR THE COSTUME TO SCHOOL!  The Costume Parade begins at 
1:15 on the blacktop.  Please come and bring the video camera!  We will 
have a class party immediately following the parade.  Please contact 
Stacey Ryder or Erica Peters  if you have questions or would like to 
help with the Halloween party.

The Write Tools
 In our weekly V.I.P. books, we practice how to write a topic 

sentence.  In Step Up to Writing, the topic sentence is represented by 
the color green .  We are also writing reasons, details or facts around a 
topic.  These are represented by the color  yellow.  

We have also practiced a conclusion by restating our topic in a 
concluding sentence (green) .  The students have been very successful 
applying these color coded sentences in our weekly V.I.P. books and in 
our journal writing.



Many of your children were introduced to these terms last year in 
Kindergarten.  This year we will continue to build these skills as well as 
add more detail by expanding, explaining or giving evidence, which will 
be represented by the color red .

Math
The timed math tests have been going very well.  If you notice 

that your child is not moving up in levels (A to B, B to C etc.) please 
consider introducing flashcards daily as part of the homework. 

In math groups, the students have been exploring combinations of 
adding numbers to make 4, 5 and 6 using different manipulatives.  The 
students will continue to work individually up to the number 20.

Next week, most math groups will begin exploring subtraction.

Science and Gardening
We are starting to wind up our life science explorations.  Many 

thanks to Ayako Flint  for coming to help the students clean out our 
patio garden!  We are now prepared to plant the bulbs that were sent in 
from the wish list.  Thanks to the Sheridan and Flint families  for 
contributing the bulbs.  

We will observe potatoes, bulbs and tubers.  We will also discuss 
various habitats and the food chain.

Apple Centers and Social Studies
We had a very fun time during apples centers.  The students 

completed tissue apples, apple prints, tasting and voting on different 
apple foods, and finally, playing the Apple Seed Toss game!  Many thanks 
to our wonderful moms: Lien Magee, Helen Pacheco, Erica Peters and 
Stacey Ryder  for coming in to help!

Not only did we review our Life Science concepts in the growth 
cycle and parts of an apple, but we also tied the apple unit into our 
social studies program.  The students enjoyed the book, Apple Farmer 
Annie.  After reading the book, we discussed such concepts as goods, 
services, needs, wants etc..... I hope you saw the little ÒnewspaperÓ 



that the students brought home this week explaining all these 
concepts.

Conference time...
...is around the corner!  The dates scheduled are November 24 

and 25 .  These days are provided for teacher conferencing, allowing 
the 21-25th a long Thanksgiving week with your families.  

I will send home a reminder to you the week before the 
conference, in your childÕs report card envelope.  If you do not 
remember your conference date and time, feel free to check with me 
via email.  Thank you!

Many, many thanks  to all of you who have helped out either in 
the class, at home or on the side lines.  Also, I have greatly appreciated 
your wonderful donations!  It means so much to me that you give of 
yourself so generously.  

Have a ÔspooktacularÕ weekend with your families!  


